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OUR PROGRAMME 
Funded by the European Union Regional Trust Fund 
in Response to the Syrian Crisis, the (EU “Madad” 
Fund), and implemented by UN Women, the two-
year programme, “Strengthening the Resilience of 
Syrian Women and Girls and Host Communities in 
Iraq, Jordan and Turkey” is a multi-dimensional 
programme that enables women’s resilience and 
empowerment by addressing issues of economic 
vulnerability and violence. This is done by increasing 
access to recovery and livelihood opportunities, 
paired with comprehensive protection services and 
support to national justice structures to promote 
accountability for violence against women.  

This programme also works to engage men as partners, champions and advocates for women’s increased 
empowerment, including their engagement in the labour market. Our newsletter highlights stories of our 
beneficiaries as well as partners supporting our efforts to build resilience in Iraq, Jordan and Turkey. The 
newsletter also includes some of the latest updates on the implementation of the programme. Read 
more on our website. 

 
 

 
   STORIES FROM THE FIELD  

 
MENTORING PROGRAMME PAIRS BUDDING SYRIAN AND 
JORDANIAN ENTREPRENEURS  
Eman Salam has become a professional and personal mentor to Haneen 
Hussen on her journey to become a micro-entrepreneur and start her 
own business initiative in the rural community of Shobak, in southern 
Jordan. This mentoring programme seeks to overcome the societal, 
psychological and gender-related challenges that prevent women in 
Jordan from creating and growing their own businesses. Read more 
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https://ec.europa.eu/trustfund-syria-region/content/home_en
https://ec.europa.eu/trustfund-syria-region/content/home_en
http://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/the-eu-madad-fund
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/july/from-where-i-stand-eman
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/july/from-where-i-stand-haneen
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/july/from-where-i-stand-haneen
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/july/mentoring-programme-pairs-budding-syrian-and-jordanian-entrepreneurs
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FROM WAR TO PARIS PEACE FORUM’S TOP 
10 SCALED-UP PROJECTS  
SADA Women’s Cooperative, which was 
established in March 2019 by Turkish, Syrian and 
Afghan women in Gaziantep (Turkey), was 
selected as one of the 10 scale-up projects at the 
Paris Peace Forum. The cooperative is an excellent 
example of social cohesion initiative. Read more  

 
 

 

“I HAVE THE ETERNAL BELIEF THAT EDUCATION 
IS AT THE HEART OF EMPOWERING 
COMMUNITIES”  
At 50, Syrian refugee Fatima Alhaj was afraid that 
the she was too old to work and provide for her 
family. But now she teaches English and literacy 
classes at the UN Women’s Oasis at Azraq Refugee 
Camp in Jordan. Hers, and other inspiring stories 
were captured in a photo essay on World Refugee 
Day. Read more 

 

 
“IT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE I FELT 
SUCH JOY. I WILL FINALLY HAVE A JOB!”  
Nidal Abdul Ghani’s family lived in Mosul (Iraq) 
under ISIL’s ruthless rule. Her husband and two of 
her children were taken captive by the extremist 
group. Left with no breadwinner, Nidal and the rest 
of her family sank into poverty. But with the cash-
for-work programme implemented by Tajdid Iraq 
Foundation for Economic Development, she now 
has a job to sustain her family. Read more 

"IT IS IMPORTANT TO GET TO KNOW EACH 
OTHER BECAUSE OUR PREJUDICE MAY TURN 
OUT TO BE WRONG" 
Akkaya is a Turkish woman who attended courses 
at UN Women’s SADA Women Empowerment and 
Solidarity Centre in Gaziantep. She shares her 
experience of how the SADA Centre strengthens 
social cohesion and solidarity between the 
refugees and the host community Read more 
 

https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/09/from-the-war-in-syria-to-top-100-of-paris
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/june/fwis-fatima
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/7/in-the-words-of-nidal-abdul-ghani
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/08/in-the-words-of-meltem-akkaya-our-prejudice-may-turn-out-to-be-wrong
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“I FEEL GREAT OPTIMISM. MADAD PUT AN END 
TO MY DARK DAYS” 
Leila Afsan, a 45-year-old Iraqi woman, and her 
younger sister used to have a relatively good life until 
ISIL took over their town and destroyed their house. 
She and her sister took refuge in Tikrit where Tajdid 
offered her support and work to become self-reliant.   
Read more 
 
 
 

 
 
“I FEEL VERY LUCKY TO WORK WITH REFUGEE 
WOMEN DESPITE ALL THE CHALLENGES.”   
Beyza Nur Azizoğlu, a young lawyer, speaks about 
her commitment to empower and support 
vulnerable women and girls and combat gender-
based violence through her work at the SADA 
Women Empowerment and Solidarity Centre in 
Gaziantep, Turkey. Read more 

 
 

Videos 
 

 

 
 “I want to change the perception about women 
working in non-traditional fields, such as home 
maintenance.” Watch Aniesa speak about her 
training at the UN Women’s Oasis Center for 
Resilience and Empowerment of Women and Girls. 
 Watch the video 
 
 
 

 
UN Women’s SADA Women Empowerment and 
Solidarity Centre continues to be the hub of 
empowerment for refugee and Turkish women and 
girls. At SADA, women are empowered to be self-
reliant and contribute to the economic growth and 
peaceful cohesion of their communities.   Watch the 
Video 
 
 
  

https://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/6/leila-sultan-madad-put-an-end-to-my-dark-days
https://eca.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/10/in-the-words-of-beyza-nur-azizoglu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bxgSkvREpQ
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/videos/442319369827889/
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/videos/442319369827889/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bxgSkvREpQ
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/videos/442319369827889/?t=10
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PROGRAMME UPDATES 
 

 
UN WOMEN TURKEY CONTINUES TO BUILD THE 
CAPACITIES OF FIRST-LINE RESPONDERS IN 
GENDER-SENSITIVE REFUGEE RESPONSE.  
UN Women Turkey conducted two training 
workshops in July on gender-sensitive refugee 
response for first-line responders. The trainings 
targeted staff working at non-governmental 
organizations and government institutions. Read 
more  

 
 

 

UN WOMEN IN IRAQ ORGANIZED A TRAINING 
ON “GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AND STRATEGIC 
PLANNING FROM A GENDER PERSPECTIVE.”  

UN Women Iraq and the Baghdad Women’s 
Association conducted a three-day training in July 
2019 for the Ministry of Labour staff aimed at 
developing clear gender concepts as well as 
budgeting mechanisms for gender-sensitive 
responses. Read more  
 

 
 

 

STRENGTHENING THE JORDANIAN JUSTICE 
SECTOR’S RESPONSE TO GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE 
UN Women Jordan, in partnership with the Arab 
Women’s Legal Network (AWLN), the Judicial 
Council and relevant government officials conducted 
the fourth technical meeting in August 2019 to 
discuss guidelines for justice sector professionals on 
the management of cases of gender-based violence. 
Read more 
 
 

 
EU MADAD PROGRAMME PARTNERS 
WORKSHOP. 
The European Union Delegation to Jordan and UN 
Women convened EU Madad partners in August 
2019 to discuss joint approaches in providing 
sustainable livelihood opportunities for vulnerable 
Syrian refugees and Jordanian women, taking stock 
of lessons learnt and good practices. Read more 
 

https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/photos/a.285663322130632/374896759873954/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/photos/a.285663322130632/374896759873954/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/photos/a.285663322130632/374896759873954/?type=3&theater
https://web.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/photos/a.285663322130632/374896759873954/?type=3&theater
https://web.facebook.com/unwomenturkey/photos/a.285663322130632/374896759873954/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1064998153707076
https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1064998153707076
https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1064998153707076
https://web.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1064998153707076?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/qanouniyat/posts/
https://twitter.com/unwomenjordan/status/1167070764585107457
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ENGAGING MEN AND BOYS IN AWARENESS 
PROGRAMMES ON ISSUES OF EQUALITY AND 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.  
UN Women Iraq in partnership with the Listening 
and Counselling Centre in Duhok, organized a 
football match in September 2019 between girls and 
boys. The activity aimed to advocate for gender 
equality and reject society’s traditional view on the 
role of women. Read more  
 
 
 

 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIONAL FRAMEWORK 
ON GENDER-SENSITIVE TRANSPORTATION IN 
JORDAN.  
Limited access to transportation is one of the key 
barriers to women’s economic empowerment in 
Jordan. UN Women, the Ministry of Transport and 
SADAQA organized a multi-stakeholder workshop to 
develop a national framework on gender-sensitive 
transportation on 25 September 2019. Read more  
 
 

 
SADA WOMEN’S COOPERATIVE CONDUCTED 
SEVERAL ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE ITS SALES 
AND MARKETING.  
During September 2019, Syrian, Turkish and Afghan 
women of the SADA Women’s Cooperative 
participated in the annual International Gastronomy 
Festival in Gaziantep (Turkey), sharing their dishes 
and products. The cooperative forges bonds 
between Syrian, Afghan and Turkish women and 
contributes to strengthening social cohesion in their 
communities.  Read more 

 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1095417373998487
https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1095417373998487
https://www.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1095417373998487
https://web.facebook.com/unwomeniraq/posts/1095417373998487?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/september/sadaqa-hosts-a-roundtable-discussion-for-the-development-of-a-national-framework
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/september/sadaqa-hosts-a-roundtable-discussion-for-the-development-of-a-national-framework
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/september/sadaqa-hosts-a-roundtable-discussion-for-the-development-of-a-national-framework
https://jordan.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/september/sadaqa-hosts-a-roundtable-discussion-for-the-development-of-a-national-framework
https://www.bmdergi.org/language/en/syrian-turkish-and-afghan-women-participate-in-gaziantep-gastronomy-festival/
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WHAT IS THE EU MADAD FUND? 

Five years into its creation, and with more than 

EUR 1.6 billion of approved projects, the EU 

Trust Fund has amply proven its added value 

beyond its economy of scale and the pooling of 

contributions from 22 EU Member States 

donors, and Turkey, as well as different EU 

financial instruments. It also offers a reinforced 

approach in Europe's response to the Syrian 

crisis, improving coordination and coherence, 

and addressing longer-term needs of both 

refugees and local communities. 

To date, the EU Trust Fund provides support to 3 million Syrian refugees and local communities in Turkey, 

Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, the Western Balkans, and Armenia. Providing access to education, livelihoods and socio-

economic opportunities, health care, water and hygiene as well as providing more opportunities for a sustainable 

income generation are at the heart of the Trust Fund mandate. The EU Trust Fund has a particular focus on women 

and girls  

For more information on the EUTF, please visit their website and YouTube channel. 

 

Tel: +962 (0) 770493224 

https://ec.europa.eu/trustfund-syria-region/content/home_en
https://youtu.be/dtVIuPGB2uU

